

Introduction
Earth Science is a class designed to involve you in the activities of science rather than only reading about science from a textbook.  During the course of this year we will explore the processes that shape the Earth and the universe, investigate relationships between many of the Earth’s systems, and discuss current global issues relevant to the Earth.  The knowledge and experience gained in this class will allow you to act in an informed and intelligent way when making decisions about current issues that involve science and technology.  The topics first semester will include: galaxies, stars, and the history of the universe;  Earth’s place in the solar system, its orbit, and interactions with other celestial bodies; and plate tectonics, earthquakes, and volcanoes.  During second semester we will study surface processes that shape the Earth; the Earth’s geologic history; resources essential to life; and the atmosphere, energy transfer, and climate.
Materials
· 1” three-ring binder used ONLY for Earth Science.  This will hold your lab packet.

· Pencils and pens

· Colored pencils

· Metric ruler

· Lined paper

· Graph paper

· Calculator

Course Expectations
The course expectations are simple.  In this class, you are expected to come to class on time, ready to learn, and willing to respect your classmates, your teacher, your school, and yourself.  Read below to learn more about these expectations.

Come to class on time…
· Class starts when the bell rings.  You are tardy if you are not in your seat, working on the question of the day when the bell rings.  See participation.
Ready to learn…

· Come to class prepared every day (lab packet, pencil, pen, ruler, paper, calculator, and any ongoing assignments). 
Respect your classmates, your teacher, your school, and yourself…  

· There is a time to talk and a time to listen.  Courtesy and respect will dictate which you are doing at any particular time.  Appropriate class behavior is expected of you from the moment you enter the room.

· Unsafe behavior will not be tolerated.  Think about it before you do it.  There will be specific safety rules given for labs that must be followed.

· No iPods, mp3 players, or cell phones may be used in class.  If seen or heard, they will be confiscated.

· Because this is a science classroom, there is NO FOOD ALLOWED.  Drinks, in a closeable container, are permitted.

· Class is over when the teacher says it is over.  The bell is only a reminder.

· School property is for you to use but never to damage in any way.  You must pay for any damage.

· Maturity and good sense should cover almost any situation.  Think first.

· All school rules are enforced in the classroom.

Student Participation 

This course does not exist solely in a textbook.  A major part of your learning experience will occur through investigating and interacting in the classroom.  By the very nature of this course, your success depends on your DAILY participation and classroom contributions.  The course has many laboratory activities and they cannot be duplicated at home or through an alternate assignment.  There is no substitute for regular attendance and participation.  
Make-Up Work
These policies apply to ALL absences:  sickness, appointments, travel, personal, school activities, field trips, athletics, etc.  Excused absences incur no penalties when work is completed promptly; however, suspensions and unexcused absence are penalized per district guidelines.

· Any student who is absent is allowed twice the number of school days as missed to make up work.  If you are absent only one day, and that day is a test day, EXPECT to take your make-up test during study hall on the day of your return. 
· When absent, check the calendar on the class web site to determine what was missed.  Many times assignments and notes are posted under class documents and a day’s work can be completed prior to returning to school.

· You are responsible for making up all missed work when absent.  Access is the time to see me regarding missed assignments.  I may be available to assist at other times by arrangement; however, please do NOT ask about missed assignments before or during class.  
Test Taking Policy
There is to be no communication (verbal, nonverbal, or cellular!) between students during a test.  When you finish your exam/quiz, you may read a book, work on homework, or study for another class.  Any student talking, or engaging in any other inappropriate test-taking behavior, will receive a zero for that exam.
Homework

Homework is assigned regularly.  Check the calendar at the course web site for clarification when outside class.  I will use a variety of random methods to check that you are doing the homework, so always be ready.  Homework will generally be a completion grade, if you have genuinely attempted all the work you will receive full credit.  Full credit is given only if the assignment is your own work and submitted on time.  You may earn half credit if it is in my box by the end of the school day. 
Classwork
You are expected to work as efficiently as possible during class and to submit assignments when due.  Sometimes you may require more time to finish an assignment than is available during class.  In these cases, it is usually acceptable to complete the assignment at home.  Any assignment you complete out of class will be due when you walk back through the door the next class unless otherwise arranged in advance.  Check the calendar at the course web site if you have forgotten or are unclear on a due date.  Assignments submitted after the due date can receive up to75% credit, if I receive it prior to grading the assignment.  You have until I have graded and returned the assignments to receive half credit.  Once assignments have been returned they will be accepted at half credit, only if completed during access.  Only assignments that are your own original work will receive credit.
Grading
1. Your course grade will consist of homework, projects, presentations, lab work, tests/quizzes, and a final.  Points are assigned to all graded activities and the total points determine the grade.  

2. Grading scale:  A=90-100%;  B= 80-89.99 %;  C= 70-79.99 %;  D= 60-69.99 %;  F=0- 59.99 %
3. Extra credit is not assigned at the end of the grading period to "save" a grade.  There are extra credit activities during the year.  They are usually small but can add up if you complete them.  Take advantage of them at the assigned time.
4. Tests will be discussed after they are graded but in most cases they will not be given back for you to keep.  Once all students have tested, tests may be viewed at a student’s leisure during access.  Parents can request to see the tests.

Contacting the Teacher

The best way to contact me is through email – dmoutoux@jeffco.k12.co.us.  If you need to speak to me personally, please email me and I will give you a call.  
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